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Santa Clara Valley Chapter BNC Presents:  

27th  Lunch With The Authors  

Thursday, March 30, 2017,  

10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
 VILLA RAGUSA Campbell 
Minimum Donation $75.00  

Bookmarks (special donors) begins at $90.  

For information, contact Rocki  

Kramer-rockik@sbcglobal.net   

Literary Line -up  
Larry Gerston, one of our authors in 2011, 
returns as our moderator. He is a professor 
emeritus of political science at S.J.State and 
has written numerous books on politics. He 
is a political analyst at NBC Bay Area and a 
sought after public speaker. Since retiring, 

he has written his first childrenôs book, The Road to 
Hana, in which the message is to slow down and appre-
ciate the journey of life. This book won an award at the 
2016 Pacific Rim Book Festival. Larry lives with his 

wife in Los Gatos.   

 
Frances Dinkelspiel is an award-winning journalist 

and co-founder of the news site Berkeley-
side. She is the author of the best-selling 
Towers of Gold: How One Jewish Immi-
grant Named Isaias Hellman Created Cali-
fornia. It tells the tale of how her GREAT, 

GREAT GRANDFATHER  rose from poverty to the 
presidency of Wells Fargo Bank.  Her latest, Tangled 
Vines: Greed, Murder, Obsession and an Arsonist in the 
Vineyards of  California, is a New York Times and San 
Francisco Chronicle best seller. Frances lives with her 
husband in Berkeley.   

Karen Joy Fowler is an award-winning 
author of literary fiction, fantasy and science 
fiction. She is best known as the author of the 
best-selling novel, The Jane Austen Book 
Club that was made into a movie. Her latest 
novel, We Are All Completely Beside Our-
selves, has received rave reviews. Karen was 

one of our authors in 2006.We are delighted to welcome 
her back. She lives with her husband in Santa Cruz.   

 
Marc Tyler Nobleman is the author of Boys 
of Steel: The Creators of Superman (which 
made the front page of USA Today) and Bill 
the Boy Wonder: The Secret Co-Creator of 
Batman (which inspired a TED talké and 
changed pop culture history). He speaks at 

schools and conferences all over the world.  He blogs 
about his adventures in publishing at Noblemania.  Marc 
is a Brandeis graduate and comes to us all the way from 
Washington D.C.  
 

Keith Raffel is a high tech entrepreneur, a 
former counsel to the Senate Intelligence 
Committee and the author of five bestselling 
mysteries and thrillers. The New York Times 
called his first book, Dot Dead, ñworthy of a 
Steve Jobs keynote presentationò. His fifth, 

Temple Mount, set mainly in Jerusalem has been de-
scribed as ñSilicon Valley meets Raiders of the Lost 
Ark.ò. Keithôs daughter is a Brandeis graduate.   Keith 
lives with his wife in Palo Alto .  

 
 

March 6, 2017 Board Meeting at Dennyôs Restaurant 

March 30, 2017 Lunch with the Authors 

April 3, 2017 Board Meeting at Dennyôs Restaurant 

April 6, 2017 TheatreWorks: RAGS 

April 30, 2017 Overnight Adventures Heads Down to Carmel 

June 8, 2017 TheatreWorks: HERSHEY FELDERôS BEETHOVEN  

mailto:Kramer-rockik@sbcglobal.net
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ                                            Janet Atkins JA42151@gmail.com 

Board Meeting  
Make your voice heard!  

Come to our open board meetings. Board Meetings which will be held at Dennyôs Restaurant:   

March 6, April 3, May 1, and June 5.   

All meetings will begin at 9:30 for ordering breakfast and the business portion will begin at 10:00 

TO BE ON THE AGENDA CONTACT:  JANET ATKINS, 1-408-270-6127, JA42151@GMAIL.COM 

 

The middle of February!  My, how time is flying by!  January was Brandeis in California month. In 
addition to Dr. Daniel Breen addressing us at the University on Wheels Luncheon, President Ron 
Liebowitz was honored at a reception in San Francisco on Jan. 31, 2017 and five members of our 
Executive Board attended. Thank you, Joyce Mendel, Janet Truman, Janis Silver and Iris Drotman 
for joining me to represent our Chapter. The Winter Issue of Brandeis Magazine featured President 
Liebowitz.  He makes us proud as he has the pulse of the student body and is working to move the University 
from a startup to the ñdynamic institution that inspires leadership and a future of consequence.ò  No wonder 
the Brandeis Community is proud of its President, Ron Liebowitz. 
 
I want to thank all of you who are participating in our Social Justice Project.  In the last bulletin, Estelle Kadis 
and Marcie Pais Hutchinson educated us on the needs of homeless women at The Gathering Place in San 
Jose.  Several have donated gently-used underwear, toiletries and clothing.  The project is ongoing so if you 
want to go through your drawers, you too can participate.  You can email Estelle at medowntown@gmail.com 
or if you want to drop off donations in the Villages, call me at (408)270-6127.   
 
Unfortunately, Fred Stern broke his leg today and will be unable to present his program "Dancing on Film" 
planned for February 23.  What a shock this was! He will reschedule the event when he is able to get around. 
 
Now is the time to RSVP for Lunch with the Authors!  Rocki Kramer and her committee have been working on 
this event for a year.  Proceeds are to benefit the BNC Scholarship Campaign.   
 
Experiencing the Theatre has always been a thrill for our members.  Iris Drotman has arranged for free tickets 
for us to see RAGS (4/6) and HERSHEY FELDERôS BEETHOVEN (6/8). Since there are limited tickets, be 
sure to call Iris at (408) 266-8366 to reserve your ticket as soon as possible.  
The Nominating Committee is meeting in April to fill Executive Board positions. We need your help!  I promise 
taking on a role in this chapter is rewarding.  Plus, you are not alone; thereôs lots of help available to help 
mentor your job.  Please call me at (408) 270-6127 and we can talk about your skills and which job would fit 
you best.   
 
Have a safe and healthy month, 
 
Janet  

mailto:JA42151@gmail.com
mailto:JA42151@gmail.com
mailto:medowntown@gmail.com
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Study Group Corner                  By Joey Stern (Vice President of Study Groups ) 

TheatreGoers 
Mark Your Calendars! Iris Drotman has done it again!  

Iris has again been able to make arrangements with TheatreWorks for free tickets for plays this 2016/2017 season.  
 

RAGS Thursday, April 6. 2017  
 

HERSHEY FELDER'S BEETHOVEN Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Where: TheatreWorks, Mountain View Center for The Performing Arts, 500 Castro St. 

Time: 8:00pm. This is a first-come first-seated show suggested arrival time is 7:15-7:30PM, doors open at 7:30PM 

Tickets: call Iris ASAP at 1-408-266-8366 after 10am and before 11:30pm make your reservation! 
 

All tickets will be given out in the lobby on the evening of the performance by Iris.  

We are very proud of our many wonderful, interesting and well attended study groups. I would like to thank our 

study group leaders for their commitment and hard work that makes our Study Group Program so successful. I 

would also like to thank all of you, our members, for regularly attending these groups. I have been high-

lighting two or three of our study groups in each Newsletter. Following are three more study groups. 
 

OVERNIGHT ADVENTURES Gail Fisher leads this group, she plans one or two night trips to interesting places.  She 

has a new trip coming up on April 30th. Give Gail a call at 1-408-238-3899 if you are interested in going. Those who go 

on these trips have always had a good time. 
 

TED TALKS Ted Talks are short motivational and informative talks that revolve around Technology, Environment and 

Design. Each month participants watch and then discuss the chosen "Ted Talk". Darrel Kelly chooses the talk and leads 

this group. It meets the first Monday of the month at 1:00pm at Darrel's house.  

If interested, give Darrel a call at 1-408-532-1516. 
 

THEATREGOERS   Iris Drotman gets us tickets for two Theater Works plays each year. This yearôs plays are "Rags" 

Thursday, April 6th at 7:15pm and "Hershey Felder, Beethoven" Thursday, June 8th at 7:15pm.  Both plays are at Mt. 

View Center of the Performing Arts.  Call Iris at 1-408-266-8366 if you are interested in attending either one or both of 

these plays. These tickets are free and would cost more than your study group fees if you purchased them. 
 

You are all welcome to attend any of the above, or any of the other study groups Brandeis offers. It is always nice to wel-

come new people to our many wonderful groups. Please feel free to call me at 1-408-238-4890 or email me at 

sternjo@pacbell.net if you have any questions about any study group.                

Overnight Adventures Heads Down to Carmel 
On April 30th we are going to the Carmel Mission Basilica to attend and listen to Pasquale Esposito in 

concert. He has a fantastic personality, a beautiful voice. You can hear him on his web page  

www.pasqualeesposito.com Call Samia at 1-408-528-6308 to order tickets for this concert.  Call Gail 

Fisher to let her know you are coming. They are going to arrange seats for us to sit together.  I have not 

been to the Mission but have been told it is beautiful. 

 

Those of us who have made reservations have also made reservations at Lone Oak Lodge at 222 North Fremont Street in 

Monterey for one or (mostly) two nights.  It has a great review and is around $80.00 a night. When it is filled, I will look 

for another place nearby. The phone number of the Lone Oak Lodge is 1-833-372-4924.   Brunch is on May 1st and din-

ner, also on May 1, is planned for those staying a second night (if you choose to eat together.) 

Contact Gail Fisher at 1-408-238-3899 or g.fisher25@comcast.net with questions or information and/or acknowledge-

ment that you will be joining us. 

http://www.pasqualeesposito.com/
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CHANGES OF CONTACT INFORMATION  

Membership Updates 
Pat and Steve Markman, 410 Orchard Dr. Louisville, CO 80027 
Shari Saul, 16442 Hilow, Los Gatos, CA  95030 
 
New e-mail: 
Norman Kabbani, coachkabbani@comcast.net 
Judy Rogers, judy.rogers488@gmail.com      
 

New Address?  New Phone Number? New E-mail Address?  Please report all changes to:  

Jan Silver,  1-408-274-6605  grannyjts@aol.com 

¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΣ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
{ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ .b/  ǿƛǎƘΥ 

 Congratulations to: 
 

Marcy and Ed Formanôs granddaughter, Jennifer Pierre, who was just selected to be the California State 

Water Contractorsô incoming General Manager overseeing the projects of 27 water districts. 
  
Rocki and David Kramer, and mother, Shari Kramer Saul, on the Bar Mitzvah of grandson 

and son, Jack Saul. 
 

Julie and Harvey Sherman, on the Bar Mitzvah of  grandson, Ry Samuel Sherman. 
 

Judith London and Bob Davis on their marriage. 
 

Sandy Brooks on the birth of her new great grandson, Mason Weagle. 
 

Get well wishes to: 

Barbara Nobler improving after her double knee operation 
 
Marilyn Meltzer slowly improving from the physical effects of her stroke 
 
Diane Fabri improving from her recent illness. 
 
Norman Pass recovering from surgery. 
 
Herb Slavin, husband of member, Marlene Slavin, recuperating in Plum Tree Care Center in San Jose. 
 
Alice Glazer recuperating from hip surgery. 
 

Fred Stern who fell and broke his leg and is recuperating at  Vasona Creek Healthcare Center in Los 

Gatos. 

Heartfelt condolences to:  

Lillian and Raymond Berman on the passing of Lillianôs dear sister, Francine Shirley Dorenfeld 

If there were cellphones  

at the Red Sea 

mailto:coachkabbani@comcast.net
javascript:void(0)
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Latin flavors of Passover: Sephardic cooking brings depth to Jewish cuisine 
 

Debra Eskinazi, Editor, South Valley magazine    
Reprinted with permission from South Valley magazine 
 

About matza 

Part of the Passover celebration includes the prohibition against consuming leavening of any kind. This cor-
relates to the haste with which it is believed that the Israelites fled Egypt and as a result did not have enough 
time to let their bread rise. Jewish people eat and often will prepare foods with an unleavened ñbreadò called 
matza. 

On its own, matza is kind of a flavorless food, that tastes not unlike cardboard. And yet, people tend to eat 
too much of it. Among Jews it is known as the bread of afflictionðfor a variety of reasons. Still, beyond the 
customary portion people are required to taste during the seder, some will slather it in butter, perhaps with a 
sprinkle of sugar. It can be purchased enrobed in chocolate, but nearly everything is improved with choco-
late. Being the mainstay of Passover, people had to get creative in preparing matza. A common Jewish 
breakfast dish among the Ashkenazi is matza brie, which uses matza broken into a thin sweetened egg bat-
ter, and fried like french toast. 

The Ashkenazic foods from my momôs side of the family found an honorable place on our table, but the Se-
phardic fare from my dadôs Middle Eastern and South American background was always my favorite. I still 
enjoy the mouthwatering balance of savory and sweet dishes. 

Originally influenced by Spanish and Portuguese cuisines and ultimately by the foods from the Muslim coun-
tries in which Sephardic Jews settled, the flavors of the Sephardic kitchen create a tantalizing symphony for 
the palate and the dishes created for Passover are no exception. Along with the heavy use of fruits, nuts, ex-
otic spices and lamb in the cuisine, Sephardic culinary tradition has developed brilliant recipes to help Jews 
celebrate Passover, also known as Pesaj in Ladino, a Judeo-Spanish romance language spoken among Se-
phardic Jews. 
 
Bu¶uelos, huevos haminados 

Sephardic Jews make a matza fritter called a bu¶uelo or bimuelo. Bu¶uelos de matza are prepared by briefly 
soaking sheets of matza in water until the surface is just softened and the sheet of matza flexes a little. Re-
moved from water, the matza is broken and combined with an egg and parmesan cheese mixture and fried. 
Bu¶uelos can be dipped into salt or sugar, and are commonly served for breakfast or dinner. 

During the seder, bu¶uelos are served as an appetizer in a trio alongside a spinach dish and a hard-cooked 
egg. The spinach dish or tortilla espinaca is a mixture of slightly softened and broken matza, wilted spinach, 
egg, and parmesan cheese flattened into a pan and baked. The prepared eggs are called huevos hamina-
dos, named after the Ladino words hamin or oven and huevo, which as in Spanish, means egg. 

Huevos haminados are long-cooked eggs. Cooked over low heat, these eggs develop a soft golden color 
and a creamy delicate center. They are often dyed in a soup of onion skins, coffee grounds, garlic, olive oil 
and peppercorns. During the process the flavors permeate the eggs and they may develop cracks, which on-
ly add to their beautiful marbled color.  
 

For full article, copy and past the link below into browser  
http://www.gilroydispatch.com/lifestyles/the-latin-flavors-of-passover/article_63c5550c-0128-11e6-b7b1-2f8b10878cf2.html  

SEPHARDIC CUISINE  
 
Bu¶uelos de matza are served as 
a Passover appetizer in a trio 
alongside a tortilla de espinaca 
and Jewish-style eggs, called 
huevos haminados. 
 
Art by Debra Eskinazi  

http://www.gilroydispatch.com/lifestyles/the-latin-flavors-of-passover/article_63c5550c-0128-11e6-b7b1-2f8b10878cf2.html
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On January 31 President Janet Atkins and four Board Members--Iris 
Drotman, Joyce Mendel, Janis Silver and Janet Truman attended the 
reception of the President of Brandeis University, Dr. Ron Liebowitz, 
at the palace of the Legion of Honor.  A beautiful cocktail party pre-
ceded his interesting address to the Brandeis Alumnae and represent-
atives from  the Brandeis National Committee Chapters.  It was excit-
ing to hear several of Dr. Liebowitz's ideas for the future of Brandeis 
University. 
 
Photo by Janet Truman  

On January 10,  Dr. Daniel Breen took his first trip to 
California representing Brandeis University as their 
University on Wheels Professor.  This exciting lectur-
er in both American Studies and in Legal Studies, 
spoke about ñtwo very different Californians who 
gave us the freest speech in the worldò.  Accompa-
nying Dr. Breen from Brandeis University were Beth 
Ann Burns and Molly Pare who are on the left of the 
picture, followed by our President, Janet Atkins and 
Professor Daniel Breen. 
 
Photo by Judy Stein 

Kudos to Our Wonderful Volunteer Holiday Gift Wrap-

pers! 

Together we raised $1,163.23! 

Chairman Iris Drotman thanks you all-- 

You made it the easiest year ever! 

We need a videographer  
to video record our 9 founders 
for the 50th Celebration? 

Please contact, Judy Eskinazi  
1.408.239.0214 
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If you have not as yet 
paid your study group 
fee for the 2016 - 2017 
(Note: Annual dues ap-
ply through the follow-

ing June 30th) please send a 
check for $30.00 single or $50.00 
couple (two people living in the 
same household) to Janis Silver 
at 5526 Cribari Circle San Jose, 
CA 95135, or give it to the study 
group leader when you attend a 


